[Pneumonectomy for destroyed lung or chronic tuberculous empyema].
Fourteen patients underwent pneumonectomy for destroyed lung or tuberculous empyema at the Shimada Municipal Hospital from September 1980 to December 1985. Mean age was 61 and ten patients were males. Cough and sputum (in 12 cases) and hemosputum or hemoptysis (in 8 cases) were common complaints. Three patients had complications in the immediate postoperative period: hemorrhagic shock, pulmonary embolism and contralateral pneumothorax. They were treated conservatively. The postoperative course was uneventful in the other patients and all complaints were reduced or disappeared. And lung function improved in 3 cases with chronic empyema compressing the mediastinum. In conclusion, pneumonectomy is one of the radical operation for destroyed lung or chronic tuberculous empyema with low pulmonary function and complaints. And the critical level are 40% of %VC and 25% of FEV1.0/pr. %VC in preoperative pulmonary function.